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 As I sat here and tried to decide on how to begin writing this article reaction, the only 

thing that was going through my head is that I need to make time to sit down and actually watch 

2001: A Space Odyssey.  I honestly think I’m one of the only sci-fi geeks in the world who’s 

never seen it.  Of course, the fact that I’m sitting here thinking that is evidence to the point that 

the article is trying to make; the Internet is shortening our attention spans.  Rather than focusing 

on the assignment at hand, I find myself thinking about sitting down and watching this movie, 

paying attention to my e-mail, watching the parking lot from my office window, etc.   Is the use 

of the Internet really giving us attention deficit disorder?  I think the author of this article makes 

some very valid points about how the Internet may be affecting us as a population.  However, 

I’m not sure that the Internet is the only culprit.   

 Carr begins building his argument by pointing out that it is becoming more difficult for 

him, and a variety of other people, to sit down and read a book in its entirety.  Of course, Carr is 

suggesting that this is something that is becoming more prevalent among the rest of the 

population.  He argues that, “what the Net seems to be doing is chipping away at my capacity for 

concentration and contemplation.”  There may actually be some truth in that.  In a 2007 article 

that was released in The Boston Globe, “Young people reading a lot less,” the research appears to 

show that young people are indeed reading less (Mehegan, 2007).  Also, the generation of 

teenagers mentioned in the article is those in which we now call the “digital natives” or those 

students who have grown up using the Internet.  A related article released in USA Today, 

“Americans close the book on recreational reading,” other statistics are offered that Americans 

are reading less (Toppo, 2007).   

http://www.boston.com/news/education/k_12/articles/2007/11/19/young_people_reading_a_lot_less/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2007-11-18-reading-decline_N.htm
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 Carr goes on to further explain his argument by saying that it is the nature of how Internet 

content is designed that is really the root of the problem.  He says that the “Net’s” image, with 

hyperlinks, blinking ads, popup e-mail messages, and a variety of other media, simply derails our 

concentration.  Again, I can totally sympathize here.  While writing this very essay, I have 

received 5 work e-mails with an Outlook popup for each one.  Also, my cell phone has chimed 

with 4 Facebook notifications (one of which is a response to this article that I posted on my 

Facebook wall).   

The argument is rounded out with a discussion of why the Internet is designed the way it 

is and how Google emulates this design.  Ultimately, the functionality of the Internet is designed 

to maximize efficiency.  In other words, the idea is that we want as much information as possible 

right at our fingertips.  We want to be able to find anything we want or need in a matter of 

minutes or seconds and we want to be able to consume it quickly.  Again, I totally agree with 

where Carr is coming from.  In an article that came out today, December 6, 2011, in APC 

Magazine article, “Apps taking over? Major 4 app stores will hit one million apps in total this 

week,” the four major app stores are expected to reach a combined total of 1 million apps by the 

end of the week (Dockrill, 2011).  I offer this is evidence because isn’t that the ultimate purpose 

of “apps;” to shorten the amount of search time or maximize the efficiency of our favorite 

websites on mobile devices?  Apps cut out the “fluff” to make things fast, easy and accessible.  

Furthermore, Google Chrome offers apps as well to shorten the amount of time for you to get to 

your favorite websites.   

Overall, I loved the article and agree with Carr’s general argument. However, I have a 

few issues that I would like to address about the article.  First of all, I felt like the article was a 

touch long.  If he is making the argument that when people read on the Internet, they only do it in 

http://apcmag.com/apps-taking-over-major-4-app-stores-will-hit-one-million-apps-in-total-this-week.htm
http://apcmag.com/apps-taking-over-major-4-app-stores-will-hit-one-million-apps-in-total-this-week.htm


 Griffey 3 
 

short bursts, then there aren’t a whole bunch of people that would have read this in its entirety.  

Somewhat anecdotally, in frequently posting articles like this to my Facebook page, I realize I 

get few comments which might be an indication that they take too long to read.  I think my 

second issue with this article is that he seems to blame the Internet entirely for what appears to 

be shorter attention spans among the population.  There are a variety of other sources out there 

that may be the culprits for our artificial ADHD.  In an article in USA Today, “Short attention 

span linked to TV,” television is to blame for children’s shortening attention spans.   Beyond just 

television, there’s video games, texting on mobile devices, and even classroom instruction 

(designed in short increments to keep students’ attention) that could be the root of the issue.  I 

realize this is a “which came first, the chicken or the egg” argument.  However, I think we must 

recognize that there may be a myriad of issues at play.  My final issue with Carr’s argument is 

that he indicates that is becoming more difficult for people to read books in their entirety.  While 

I sympathize with him because I’ve always had that problem (I have to feel the pressure of 

school assignments or research for my thesis to get me motivated to read), that isn’t true for 

many Americans, including the youth.  According to Darnton (2007), in a Chronicle of Higher 

Education article, last year, more books were published and sold than ever before.  While many 

of these were “E-books,” they were still books.  So, with a figure like that, I know people are still 

reading.   

Ultimately, I think that Carr’s article brings to light a potential social problem facing our 

modern and future society.  However, I think that there are certainly some positives, some of 

which Carr even points out.  With the Internet, information truly is more available than ever 

before.  We are in a position to be the most informed and educated population of people in world 

history.  While we may be getting information in short disconnected bursts, the fact remains that 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2004-04-05-tv-bottomstrip_x.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2004-04-05-tv-bottomstrip_x.htm
http://chronicle.com/article/5-Myths-About-the-Information/127105/
http://chronicle.com/article/5-Myths-About-the-Information/127105/
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we’re getting information.  Because of the availability of Internet research, doing research for a 

degree is easier than ever before.  Ultimately, it is possible for graduate students and higher 

education faculty to turn out more research than has ever been possible.  So, shorter attention 

spans, yes.  However, people are more informed than ever before, also yes.  Are we on the brink 

of the stupefying apocalypse with all of us becoming robots like the people in 2001: A Space 

Odyssey or are we experiencing the next great world renaissance?  I guess only time will tell.  At 

the end of the day, we live in such a fast paced society, everyone feels like they’re crunched for 

time.  For me, it’s easy to understand why we’d rather get a “Tweet” than read an entire 

newspaper article.   
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