
AIL 691 

Doc Seminar: Instructional Technology 

Fall 2011, Spring 2012, Summer 2012 

1 Credit Hours 
Primary Instructor: Dr. Angela Benson 

Syllabus subject to change. 
 

Office Hours 
By appointment, schedule via e-Learning e-mail  
 

Prerequisites 
From the Student Records System 
No prerequisites found. 
 

Course Description 
This doctoral seminar/workshop presents opportunities to study or work 
independently on topics or projects of collective concern in a doctoral program 
of study, specifically those topics which can contribute to the success of those 
students enrolled in the concentration of instructional technology. Topics will 
vary and will include policies in the doctoral program of study, ethics in 
teaching, research and service, and potential research topics that address 
today’s educational technology issues and trends. 
 

Conceptual Framework 
The College of Education prepares future practitioners with an understanding 
of the nature and purposes of education, together with the ability to engage in 
the ongoing processes of reflection and dialogue that lie at the heart of socially 
responsible, theoretically informed, and research based effective practice. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Doctoral students will: 

 become oriented to the procedures and policies involved in the doctoral 
program 

 engage in discussion of processes for doctoral study, from coursework to 
preparing for dissertation and selecting a committee 

 receive valuable information, tips, and an overview of using APA (6th 
ed.) style throughout doctoral journey in the College of Education 



 become familiar with resources and valuable information in regard to 
ethical issues such as plagiarism, copyright, and fair use 

 have opportunities to network with faculty and graduate students who 
have prepared for a conference presentation (roundtable and poster 
sessions specifically); and receive tips on presenting and publishing 
research/work 

 receive direction from faculty on how to prepare and update a 
professional vitae and how to prepare for life after doctoral journey  

 receive an overview of current faculty research and doctoral student 
research 

 receive and understand a synthesis of the significant constructs and 
themes that cut across different research projects and perspectives (in 
addition to the significant differences) 

 participate in discussions of the role of research in the doctoral program 
and how faculty help prepare students to conduct research while 
participating in the program 

 

Outline of Topics 
Topic 1: Navigating through your graduate student journey: An overview of 
doctoral programs and procedures 
Topic 2: You as the researcher  
Topic 3: Comprehension Exams and the dissertation: From conception to 
completion 
Topic 4: After graduation: Employment concerns 
 

Course Methods 
This course will feature topics related to three strands: Informational, 
Professional Development and Research (both faculty and student research). 
Four workshops/seminars are presented with each strand being represented in 
each of the four class meetings. Topics will focus on presenting information, 
dialog, networking opportunities, and insight not typically or easily obtained in 
any one doctoral course offering. Each seminar will be led by a different 
Instructional Technology faculty team member, with other faculty and current 
doctoral students presenting on topics of interest and of importance to the 
entering/beginning doctoral student. Sessions will also include informal 
roundtable discussions. 
 

Grading Policy 
This is a Pass/Fail course. Students are expected to be active participants in 
each of the four class meetings of the doctoral seminar. 
 

Policy on Missed Exams & Coursework 
All assignments/products are due on the due date in the course calendar. Late 
assignments will receive deductions. If you are unable to complete the product 



by the due date because of illness, provide a doctor's excuse to get an 
extension. If you have extenuating circumstances other than illness, contact 
the Instructor to discuss your circumstances; extensions will be made on an 
individual case-by-case basis at the discretion of the professor. 
 

Attendance Policy 
As this course is limited to four official class meetings, students are expected 
to attend each doctoral seminar session. 
 

Required Texts 
UA Supply Store Textbook Information 
Textbook data from the Supply Store not found for this course. 
 

Other Course Materials 
Any additional readings and course materials will be provided via eLearning. 
 

Policy on Academic Misconduct 
All students in attendance at the University of Alabama are expected to be 
honorable and to observe standards of conduct appropriate to a community of 
scholars. The University expects from its students a higher standard of conduct 
than the minimum required to avoid discipline. Academic misconduct includes 
all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing or 
intentional help or attempt to help, or conspiracy to help, another student.  
The Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the event of 
academic misconduct.  
 

Disability Statement 
If you are registered with the Office of Disability Services, please make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss any course accommodations 
that may be necessary. If you have a disability, but have not contacted the 
Office of Disability Services, please call 348-4285 or visit 133-B Martha Parham 
Hall East to register for services. Students who may need course adaptations 
because of a disability are welcome to make an appointment to see me during 
office hours. Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office of 
Disability Services, 133-B Martha Parham Hall East, before receiving academic 
adjustments.  
 

Severe Weather Protocol 
In the case of a tornado warning (tornado has been sighted or detected by 
radar, sirens activated), all university activities are automatically suspended, 
including all classes and laboratories. If you are in a building, please move 
immediately to the lowest level and toward the center of the building away 

http://www.facultysenate.ua.edu/handbook/append-c.html


from windows (interior classrooms, offices, or corridors) and remain there until 
the tornado warning has expired. Classes in session when the tornado warning 
is issued can resume immediately after the warning has expired at the 
discretion of the instructor. Classes that have not yet begun will resume 30 
minutes after the tornado warning has expired provided at least half of the 
class period remains. 
 
UA is a residential campus with many students living on or near campus. In 
general classes will remain in session until the National Weather Service issues 
safety warnings for the city of Tuscaloosa. Clearly, some students and faculty 
commute from adjacent counties. These counties may experience weather 
related problems not encountered in Tuscaloosa. Individuals should follow the 
advice of the National Weather Service for that area taking the necessary 
precautions to ensure personal safety. Whenever the National Weather Service 
and the Emergency Management Agency issue a warning, people in the path of 
the storm (tornado or severe thunderstorm) should take immediate life saving 
actions. 
 
When West Alabama is under a severe weather advisory, conditions can 
change rapidly. It is imperative to get to where you can receive information 
from the National Weather Service and to follow the instructions provided. 
Personal safety should dictate the actions that faculty, staff and students 
take. The Office of Public Relations will disseminate the latest information 
regarding conditions on campus in the following ways: 

 Weather advisory posted on the UA homepage 
 Weather advisory sent out through Connect-ED--faculty, staff and 

students (sign up at myBama) 
 Weather advisory broadcast over WVUA at 90.7 FM  
 Weather advisory broadcast over Alabama Public Radio (WUAL) at 91.5 

FM  
 Weather advisories are broadcast via WUOA/WVUA-TV, which can be 

viewed across Central Alabama. Also, visit wvuatv.com for up-to-the-
minute weather information. A mobile Web site is also available for your  

 
 

http://www.weather.gov/
http://mybama.ua.edu/
http://www.wvuatv.com/

